
2019 New Golf Rules Summarized 

1. No penalty for accidentally moving your ball during search.  

2. No penalty for accidentally moving your ball or ball-marker on the putting green.  

3. When the original location of your ball is not known, replace it on its estimated spot.  

4. No penalty if your ball in motion is accidentally deflected by you, your equipment, or your caddie.  

5. Your relief area for dropping a ball will be a fixed size of either one or two club-lengths using the 

longest club in your bag, other than your putter.  

6. Your ball must be let go from knee height and fall through the air without touching any part of your 

body or equipment.  

7. Your ball must come to rest in the relief area where it was dropped, or else it must be redropped, no 

penalty on the re-drop. 

8. Your ball is lost if not found in 3 minutes (rather than the current 5 minutes).  

9. You may always substitute a ball when taking relief.  

10. Relief allowed without penalty for an embedded ball anywhere (except in sand) in the “general area” 

(a new term for “through the green”).  

11. In taking lateral relief, you will drop within two club-lengths of where your ball entered the penalty area. 

The size of a club-length will always be measured using the longest club in your bag, other than your 

putter.  

12. After your ball has been lifted and replaced, you would always replace your ball on its original spot, 

even if it was blown by the wind or moved for no clear reason.  

13. Repair of almost any damage allowed on the putting green (including spike marks and animal 

damage).  

14. No penalty for touching your line of play on the putting green so long as doing so does not improve the 

conditions for your stroke  

15. No penalty if your ball played from the putting green (or anywhere else) hits the unattended flagstick 

in the hole.  

16. No penalty for moving loose impediments, touching the ground, or grounding your club in a 

penalty area.  

17. You may touch or remove loose impediments in a bunker.   

18. You may not touch the sand in a bunker with a club in making a practice swing, in grounding the club 

right in front of or behind the ball, or in making the backswing for a stroke.  Result: 2 stroke penalty 

19. Any ball below the lip of the cup is ruled to be holed out. 

20. You can now ground the club in a penalty area right behind the ball in or out of the water but you can 

never ground your club in a bunker. 

21. You can remove loose impediments anywhere, but if your ball moves you must put the ball back and 

the player incurs a one penalty stroke. (Except on the putting green)  

22. Bunkers:  relief is allowed outside the bunker for an unplayable ball for two penalty strokes.  

23. If your club accidentally strikes your ball more than once during a stroke, there will be no penalty 

and your ball will be played as it lies.  

24. When you have good reason to mark and lift your ball, you are no longer required to first announce 

your intention. 

25. It is recommended that you play “ready golf” and make each stroke in no more than 40 seconds.  


